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no such class, and would not know what to do with him, or where 
to arrange him. Such beings, we are told, have been, but they 
are no more. Famam tantum accepimus. They are the Ichthy- 
osauri and Megatheria of our academical antiquities. 



11. — The American Almanac and Repository of Useful Knoio- 
ledge, for the Year 1838. Boston. Charles Bowen. pp. 
xii., 336. 

This important annual has now reached its ninth volume ; 
and every succeeding year has added to its value, and to its 
general credit and reputation. The astronomical department of 
the work, under the charge of Mr. Paine, is unsurpassed, either 
in scientific accuracy, or practical usefulness, by any of the Eu- 
ropean publications of the same nature ; and the miscellaneous 
department, prepared by Mr. Worcester, contains a mass of sta- 
tistical information, of indispensable daily use, which no other 
book affords, and much of which would otherwise be wholly 
inaccessible to the community at large. We trust the work 
will continue to receive the extended public patronage, which it 
so richly merits. 

In addition to this brief notice of the Almanac itself, we wish 
to call the attention of our readers to a suggestion in the Pre- 
face, which we regard as an interesting one. 

" In conducting this work," says the Editor, " we have frequently 
found it impossible to procure the information wanted. The statis- 
tics of the whole country can never be collected by one individual, 
nor by a society formed for the purpose. If the work is ever accom- 
plished in a suitable manner, it must be done under the direction of 
the government of the United States. And, if the national govern- 
ment should connect this object with the taking of the next census, 
the design would certainly commend itself to every man of enlight- 
ened views ; and it would redound to the lasting honor of the ad- 
ministration that should first introduce the system." 

We heartily concur with the Editor in the opinion that a vast 
deal of statistical matter, highly interesting and useful to the 
whole country, might be well collected under the authority of 
the Federal Government, in association with the usual census of 
the United States ; and we sincerely hope this object may, at 
the proper time, engage the attention of Congress. 

An undertaking of this kind has, indeed, already been pro- 
posed to that body, as a distinct measure, on its own particular 
merits, by Professor Lieber, of South Carolina. His Memorial 
on the subject, presented to the Senate of the United States, at 
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the first session of the twenty-fourth Congress, and noticed by 
us in a late number,* proposes the preparation and publication 
of an extensive work, containing the entire statistics of the Uni- 
ted States, in the broadest sense of the expression ; so as to ex- 
hibit, that is, the actual state and condition of the United States, 
in respect of the surface, soil, and natural resources of the 
country ; its productions ; the industry and commerce of the in- 
habitants ; their relations, social, religious, and political, and 
the relations of civilization and social improvement, so far as they 
can be indicated by specific facts ; — all this information to be 
collected and published under the authority of the United 
States. Professor Lieber gives a sketch of the particular class- 
es of facts which such a work should comprise ; he shows the 
utility of it ; the attention bestowed on the subject by'other na- 
tions ; the impossibility of the task being thoroughly and satis- 
factorily executed, except by the aid and through the agents of 
the government ; and the consequent duty of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to undertake it. 

No decisive action upon the subject has yet been had in Con- 
gress ; but, either in the comprehensive form proposed by Pro- 
fessor Lieber, or if otherwise, then in connexion with the taking 
of the census as suggested by the Editor of the Almanac, we 
think it is an object, the favorable consideration of which, by 
Congress, would receive the hearty sanction of the people of the 
United States. 



12. — First Exhibition and Fair of the Massachusetts Charita- 
ble Mechanic Association, at Faneuil and Quincy Halls, 
in the City of Boston, September 18th, 1837. Boston ; 
published by Dutton & Wentworth, for the Association. 
1837. 

We rejoice in the appearance of this pamphlet, for many rea- 
sons. Ija the first place, it gives us an opportunity to express, 
under the form which etiquette allows to such journals, our satis- 
faction at the exhibition it describes, and to offer our thanks 
to the Mechanic Association for the rich treat they afforded us at 
their Fair. We know not when we have attended a more interest- 
ing exhibition. There is a peculiar beauty in mechanical work of 
every kind, when well executed ; no matter what is the object 
of the article, no matter how homely the purpose to which it is 
to be applied, how awkward the form, how ungainly the motion, 

* North American Review, Vol. XLIII. p. 264. 



